
THE EARTH DISCOVERY INSTITUTE
AT THE CRESTRIDGE COMPLEX



EDI’S MISSION

…to conduct innovative, effective education and 
outreach programs that are integrated with p g g
environmental conservation

EDI’S HISTORYEDI’S HISTORY
…began as a program of EHL in 2001, conducting g p g , g

conservation education and outreach
…became a freestanding non-profit organization in 

2008



EDI AND THE CRESTRIDGE COMPLEX 

PUBLIC USE PUBLIC USE 
and the EHC and the EHC –– CBI CBI -- EDI ConnectionEDI Connection

• EDI serves as the public interface to 
recreational users and neighbors of EHC-recreational users and neighbors of EHC
owned and managed lands.

• EDI works with EHC and CBI to assure EDI works with EHC and CBI to assure 
that education and outreach efforts are 
biologically sound and management plan-g y g p
driven.



EDI AND THE CRESTRIDGE COMPLEX 

IN THE REALM OF PUBLIC USEIN THE REALM OF PUBLIC USE
EnforcementEnforcement

Environmental EducationEnvironmental EducationEnvironmental EducationEnvironmental Education
Community OutreachCommunity Outreach

VolunteersVolunteers
PartnershipsPartnershipsPartnershipsPartnerships



ENFORCEMENT

EDI supports EHC relationships with law 
f  d fi  i  b  f ili i  enforcement and fire agencies by facilitating 

communication with appropriate agency. 
CDFG W d  • CDFG Wardens 

• SD County Sheriff
• Cal Fire
• San Miguel and Lakeside Fire Departments
• SD County Animal Control



ENFORCEMENT

Key enforcement issues in the complex include... 
• Illegal use of motor vehicles
• Vandalism of signs related to Vandalism of signs related to 
• Creation of unauthorized trails

C fi /h l  • Campfires/homeless encampment
• Dogs off leash





ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

For EDI,  environmental ‘service-learning’ better 
describes our educational philosophy and describes our educational philosophy and 
approach.  Integrates…

• state science curriculum standards by grade y g
level which makes participation valuable to 
teachers



ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICE-LEARNING

Integrates…
• ecologically valuable 

(i.e. driven by 
management plan 
objectives) habitat 
restoration activities 
which makes 
participation valuable for 
land managers



Since the Cedar Fire in 2003, students have  planted Since the Cedar Fire in 2003, students have  planted 
almost all the plants (15,000+) introduced to restore almost all the plants (15,000+) introduced to restore 
10 acres of CSS habitat and 4 acres of grasslands 10 acres of CSS habitat and 4 acres of grasslands 
habitat in an area of the reserve badly degraded by habitat in an area of the reserve badly degraded by habitat in an area of the reserve badly degraded by habitat in an area of the reserve badly degraded by 
past livestock grazing.past livestock grazing.



ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICE-LEARNING

Integrates…
• support of students to conduct follow up • support of students to conduct follow-up 

that manifests their science learning in 
service projects in their schools, homes and 

i hb h d  hi h k  i i i  neighborhoods which makes participation 
valuable for the community.



COMMUNITY OUTREACH

Why?
b ild p blic nderstandin  of the • build public understanding of the 
value of (and ultimatly, support 
for) habitat conservation for) habitat conservation 

How?
 • events 

• Information/communication



COMMUNITY OUTREACH

Events
• Interpretive
• Volunteer habitat stewardship• Volunteer habitat stewardship
•• note… useful to view all events and note… useful to view all events and 

 i f l t t  ith th   i f l t t  ith th  even informal contacts with the even informal contacts with the 
public as interpretivepublic as interpretive



COMMUNITY OUTREACH

Communications
• Kiosks, signs

B h  fli• Brochures, fliers
• Electronic messages, Electronic messages, 

newsletters



BrochuresBrochures NewslettersNewslettersBrochuresBrochures NewslettersNewsletters



Interpretive SignageInterpretive Signage



VOLUNTEERS

Volunteer stewardship activities make 
a valuable contribution to habitat 
improvement and maintenance at a improvement and maintenance at a 
time when agencies are struggling to 
fi d d     f  find adequate resources to care for 
habitat and conservation facilities.



VOLUNTEERS

One-time events can
• focus efforts of a large group and 

accomplish a lot of work quickly
• take advantage of themes and special 

days (e.g., national trails day)y ( g , y)
• introduce basic conservation concepts 

to members of the publicto members of the public



Scout Troop and SDMBA Scout Troop and SDMBA 
build ½ mile sustainable build ½ mile sustainable 

t il t  i  4 ht il t  i  4 htrail reroute in 4 hourstrail reroute in 4 hours

Scout Troop builds Scout Troop builds 
entrance information entrance information 
ki k i  1 dki k i  1 dkiosk in 1 daykiosk in 1 day



VOLUNTEERS

Serial events can
• build skills in the volunteer corps  creating a • build skills in the volunteer corps, creating a 

group that can take on more challenging 
projects

• maintain areas that need consistent attention
• introduce complex conservation concepts to 

members of the publicmembers of the public
• include patrols and neighbors who keep land 

manager apprised of important safety, habitat, g pp p y, ,
and legal issues



Crestridge Friday Crestridge Friday 
Volunteer CrewVolunteer Crew

Small,  but mighty!Small,  but mighty!
••Maintains native plant Maintains native plant 
demonstration gardendemonstration garden
••Hand weeding in Hand weeding in gg
restoration areasrestoration areas
••Trail brushingTrail brushing
••Other duties as assignedOther duties as assigned••Other duties as assignedOther duties as assigned



A l N i  Pl  S lA l N i  Pl  S lAnnual Native Plant SaleAnnual Native Plant Sale



PARTNERSHIPS

One of EDI’s most important functions for 
th  C t id  l  i  t  b ild the Crestridge complex is to build 
partnerships that support the biological 
goals of EHC and CBI while building a 
corps of stewards who will value the p
land and its ecosystems throughout 
their lifetimes.their lifetimes.



PARTNERSHIPS

• help land managers meet their 
ti  lconservation goals

• can increase efficiency of staff effortsy
• create community support for 

conservationconservation
• extend  and strengthen resources 

beyond those of any single organization



Reserve neighbors spot unknown Reserve neighbors spot unknown 
plant,  contact EDI … plant,  contact EDI … StinkwortStinkwort
((Dittrichia graveolens)! CBI confirms  ! CBI confirms  ((Dittrichia graveolens)! CBI confirms, ! CBI confirms, 
maps boundaries, EHC and CBI maps boundaries, EHC and CBI 
define intervention strategy, EDI define intervention strategy, EDI 

i  i i  i  i i  

Students display and Students display and 
demonstrated demonstrated 

ii l i  l i  coordinates communication, coordinates communication, 
property owners and EHC conduct property owners and EHC conduct 
treatment on respective treatment on respective 

serviceservice--learning learning 
projects to families projects to families 
and community at and community at pp

properties.properties. CERCER



CalFireCalFire crew on PT hike finds illegal encampment crew on PT hike finds illegal encampment 
on CER,  informs EDIon CER,  informs EDIon CER,  informs EDIon CER,  informs EDI



CBI trains EDI staff and volunteers to collect seedCBI trains EDI staff and volunteers to collect seed


