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Status of Pigs

• In 39 states in the U.S.

• Game animals in some states, 
invasive in others

• Present in 56 – 57 of 
California’s 58 counties

• Introduced to SD County ~15 
years ago



Why are pigs a problem?
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Inter-governmental Group
• Barona Band of Mission Indians

• Bureau of Land Management

• California Department of Fish and Wildlife

• California State Parks

• City of San Diego Public Utilities - Water

• County of San Diego Parks and Recreation

• Helix Water District

• US Forest Service

• US Fish and Wildlife Service

• USDA Wildlife Services

• Viejas Band of Kumeyaay Indians 

• Vista Irrigation District

• Others (DoD, other tribes, water districts)



Approaches
Removal

• Corral traps

• Cage traps

• Hounds

• Foot snare

• Night vision

• Shooting

Monitoring

• Cameras 

• Sign surveys

• Aerial surveys (WS)

• Detector dogs (WS)

• eDNA (WS)
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Have we been successful?

• Few known animals 
remaining
• BUT detection and 

population estimation is 
challenging

• Negative survey data

• Certification of 
eradication 





• Early detection and rapid response protocol

•Continued/expanded monitoring

•Confirm eradication through 2-3 years of 
negative survey data

What Next?









https://arcg.is/0nrvKm








