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Job Description – Conservation Manager

Position Summary
Earth Discovery Institute (EDI) is a San Diego–based nonprofit dedicated to restoring native biodiversity, protecting threatened species, and providing equitable access to nature through hands-on environmental education and community science.
Founded in 2008, Earth Discovery Institute’s mission is to inspire stewardship of San Diego’s native biodiversity through environmental education and conservation. EDI works across San Diego County to restore native habitats, support threatened species, and connect communities, particularly those with limited access to nature, to the outdoors through meaningful, hands-on experiences. 
Our programs integrate science-based restoration with community engagement, including volunteer stewardship, school-based education, and community science initiatives. We value collaboration, inclusivity, and on-the-ground conservation, and we are committed to building a diverse and engaged community of environmental stewards.
We are seeking a Conservation Manager to lead and support our growing portfolio of habitat restoration and community-based conservation programs, including coastal cactus scrub restoration, management of our native milkweed farm, and Monarch butterfly habitat initiatives.
This position is ideal for a motivated conservation professional who enjoys field-based work, managing people, and building strong partnerships in a dynamic, fast-paced environment.

Key Responsibilities
Habitat Restoration & Program Management (50%)
· Lead and coordinate habitat restoration projects across EDI sites, including coastal cactus scrub habitat and other native ecosystems
· Oversee the operation, maintenance, and expansion of EDI’s native milkweed farm
· Develop and implement work plans, schedules, and protocols for restoration and maintenance activities
· Conduct and oversee ecological monitoring, data collection, and adaptive management
Volunteer & Staff Leadership (25%)
· Recruit, train, and supervise staff, interns, and a diverse volunteer base
· Lead weekly volunteer events and ensure safe, engaging, and productive field experiences
· Foster an inclusive and welcoming environment for community members from diverse backgrounds
· Provide mentorship and professional development for team members
Partnerships & Collaboration (10%)
· Build and maintain relationships with government agencies, nonprofits, community organizations, and local stakeholders
· Coordinate with partners to implement collaborative conservation projects
· Represent EDI in meetings, site visits, and community events
Fund Development & Reporting (10%)
· Support grant writing, reporting, and program documentation
· Track project outcomes and contribute to reports for funders and partners
· Assist with identifying new funding opportunities for conservation programs
Outreach & Education Support (5%)
· Support environmental education and outreach activities related to EDI programs
· Communicate conservation outcomes through social media, newsletters, and community engagement

Qualifications
· Bachelor’s degree (or higher) in ecology, environmental science, biology, or a related field 
· 4+ years of experience in habitat restoration, conservation program management, or a related field 
· Experience managing staff and volunteers, including oversight of teams of 5+ staff and 20+ volunteers 
· Knowledge of Southern California ecosystems 
· Experience with ecological monitoring and data collection 
· Strong organizational and project management skills 
· Strong communication and interpersonal skills, with the ability to engage diverse audiences 
· Collaborative and team-oriented, with a positive and adaptable approach 
· Ability to work independently, take initiative, and problem-solve in a dynamic environment 
· Ability to work outdoors in varying conditions and lead physically active fieldwork, including walking several miles, carrying up to 25 lbs for extended periods, and lifting up to 50 pounds 
· Passion for conservation, community engagement, and environmental equity
Preferred:
· Experience with GIS (e.g., mapping, data management, spatial analysis)
· Experience with herbicide application for invasive species management
· Experience with native plant propagation or nursery management
· Grant writing and reporting experience
· Master's Degree

Compensation & Details
· Full-time position
· Salary: $70,000 per year
· Location: San Diego County (field-based with some remote work from home)
· Benefits: Medical, competitive paid time off (PTO), and a retirement plan with employer match
How to Apply
Please submit a resume and brief cover letter outlining your experience and interest in the role to ida@earthdiscovery.org with the subject line: Conservation Manager Application – EDI.
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