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The mission of The Chaparral Lands Conservancy is to protect 
shrubland ecosystems as an integral and beautiful feature of 
California’s natural landscape through land preservation and 
stewardship. The Conservancy was founded to advance the 

conservation of shrublands, related ecosystems, dependent plants 
and animals and especially endangered species through acquisition 

of land and/or management rights, habitat restoration and 
enhancement, stewardship, research, and education.



Orcutt’s spineflower (Chorizanthe orcuttiana)

Polygonaceae (Buckwheat family)

Small Plant (0.5 - 6 inches, 1 - 15 centimeters)

Annual. Germinates at first significant autumn rain and sets seed 
by April.

Small, clustered flowers each produce a single seed.

Long-lived seed.

Rarest Plants Project
Orcutt’s Spineflower



Rarest Plants Project
Orcutt’s Spineflower



Rarest Plants Project
Orcutt’s Spineflower



Rarest Plants Project
Orcutt’s Spineflower



Rarest Plants Project
Orcutt’s Spineflower



Rarest Plants Project
Orcutt’s Spineflower



Rarest Plants Project
Orcutt’s Spineflower



Rarest Plants Project
Orcutt’s Spineflower



Conservation Status 2014

4 Occurrences on Point Loma

1 Occurrence at TPSNR Extension

2 Occurrences at TPSNR Main(?)

1 Occurrence at Oak Crest Park(?)
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Orcutt’s Spineflower Objectives
Revisit Bauder soils mapping with TPSNR Extension occurrence

Map suitable habitat in San Diego County on conserved lands

Survey conserved lands for any new occurrences and suitable 
habitat to establish new occurrences

Protect existing occurrences and any new occurrences

Collect and bulk seed to establish new occurrences
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Map of Occurrences 2014

Maps of 2014 Occurrences with Soils

Maps of Soils on SD County Conserved Lands
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Results
Rarest Plants Video

KPBS Story
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Maps of 2015 Occurrences
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Protect existing occurrences and any new 
occurrences

Weeding

Fencing

Signing

Preserve Visitor Contact
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Conservation Status February 2015
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Conservation Status February 2015
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Collect and bulk seed to establish new 
occurrences 

Three generations of Orcutt’s spineflower propagated by Rancho 
Santa Ana Botanic Garden

116 plants propagated to produce 64,000 seeds

25,000 seeds spread at TPSNR Extension and Main
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Funding and Support Organizations:
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
California Department of Parks and Recreation
City of San Diego Park and Recreation Department
City of Encinitas Parks and Recreation Department
San Diego Association of Governments
Torrey Pines Association
University of California, San Diego
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Special thanks: Margaret Fillius, Research Botanist
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