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MOTIVATING QUESTIONS

= USGS

science for a changing world

1. What are the population dynamics of
golden eagles in San Diego County?

2. Is the local breeding population
sustained by locally produced eagles or
immigrants from other areas?

3. How does human use (e.g.,
development, recreational activity)
influence occupancy of nesting territories,
nesting success, and movements?

4. What are the primary foraging areas
used by resident eagles in areas
designated for future development?



OBJECTIVES
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1. Collect GPS biotelemetry data to
develop models for golden eagle
movement behavior and resource use in
three spatial dimensions.

2. Establish a site-occupancy monitoring

program to assess the potential effects of
human land use on occupancy dynamics

and nesting success of golden eagles.

3. Collect genetic samples and analyze
genetic differentiation and diversity of
golden eagles in San Diego County
relative to other sampled regions of
western North America.

4. Collect samples for future testing for
parasites, pathogens, and toxicants.



GETTING STARTED...

 Initial contracting and GSM unit purchase in June
*  Funding from SANDAG and SWG

* Meeting on July 22 at CDFW offices

* Preparation in August — September

«  Started baiting in October
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BAIT — THE FUEL FOR EAGLE TRAPPING



BAIT — ACQUISITION AND STORAGE



EXPLORATORY BAIT SITES



CHECKING BAIT SITES



BAITING EAGLES - THE COYOTE PROBLEM
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ACTIVE BAIT SITES
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RAMONA GRASSLANDS (IRONO1
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RAMONA GRASSLANDS (IRONO1)



BOULDER OAKS (IRON02)



RANCHO JAMUL (RJERO03)



OTAY SUMMIT (OTAY02)



CEDAR RIDGE (OTAY01)



CEDAR RIDGE
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CEDAR RIDGE
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CEDAR RIDGE
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CEDAR RIDGE
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CEDAR RIDGE
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CEDAR RIDGE
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CEDAR RIDGE
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CEDAR RIDGE
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CEDAR RIDGE
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TRAP SITES

2 USGS
science for a changing world



PROCESSING

* Blood Samples

* Genetics

« Pathogens, etc.
* Feathers

« Genetic testing

» Lead and stable isotope
analysis

e Swabs

e Disease
e Measurements
« USGS band

= USGS

science for a changing world



FIELD LEAD TESTING



GSM UNITS
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GSM UNITS
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CURRENTLY TELEMETERED GOLDEN EAGLES

« Boulder Oaks:
* Female, 11/22
« Cedar Ridge:
* Female, 11/28
* Female, 12/05
« Male, 12/05
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SD-F001 & SD-F002
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SD-F001
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SD-F001
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SD-F002
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THANKS!
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