
Cactus Scrub Restoration

Examples of Four 

Projects in Orange County 
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Cactus Restoration Planning

•Appropriate site selection based on goals - e.g. 

linkage and/or expansion of existing cactus scrub

•Connectivity to existing cactus scrub or sage 

scrub

•Suitability of soil, landscape position and existing 

vegetation

•Accessibility of the restoration site and cactus 

donor site















Cactus Wren Linkage Project

•Sites planted with pads and 1-gallon cactus plants
•Sites were weeded prior to planting in February 2010
•Sites were weeded during the first growing season
•Sites were hand seeded at the end of the first year
•Sites were not irrigated



Cactus Wren Linkage Project

Cactus pads harvested from 

areas that were scheduled to be 

trimmed away from fire roads and 

then hardened off.

Cactus group of 30 composed of 

1-gallon cactus plants in center 

with pads surrounding.



Cactus Wren Linkage Project

Non irrigated site - growth on rooted 

cactus and pads

February 2010 through May 2011.

Elderberries planted in 2011 

adjacent to two cactus restoration 

sites.





Cactus Wren 
Habitat Linkage 
Enhancement & 

Restoration 
Project

• NROC, TCA & 

UCI are restoring 

a linkage along 

SR-73 & creating 

breeding habitat 

at UCI Ecological 

Preserve

• Project is funded 

by CALTRANS 

Environmental 

Enhancement & 

Mitigation 

Program



Cactus scrub 
restoration at UCI 

Ecological 
Preserve 
4.1 acres
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UCI 

Cactus Donor 

Site
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Upper Chiquita Reservoir Cactus Salvage and Translocation



Upper Chiquita Reservoir Cactus Salvage and Translocation

Large, intact prickly pear and cholla cactus, with roots and topsoil,

were salvaged off the slopes using front-end loaders; then taken to

the translocation sites.



Upper Chiquita Reservoir Cactus Salvage and Relocation

The sites are intended to provide cactus scrub habitat for resident

cactus wrens that have been documented for several years in the

cactus patches within the reservoir basin area.
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Translocation 

sites T1 and T2 

are located on 

south-facing 

slopes where 

coastal sage 

scrub 

restoration is 

planned for the 

Upper Chiquita 

Conservation 

Easement Area.

A third site T3, 

was added for 

the remaining 

salvaged cactus 

after T1 and T2 

were filled. 



Upper Chiquita Reservoir Cactus Salvage and Translocation

Large cholla cactus were also salvaged and planted at all three 

translocation sites.   



Upper Chiquita Reservoir Cactus Salvage and Translocation

Native vegetation filling in the areas in between the cactus March 2009 –

August 2010. The planted cactus and cactus pads established and show 

new growth. 
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Whiting Ranch 

Cactus Restoration Site Conditions

•Weedy with remnant sage scrub

•Near areas of burned cactus

•No rare plants

•Access for cactus relocation



Site was irrigated and weeded 

through the first Spring and 

Summer 2009.



And ….weeding was required 

once again in spring 2010.



Summer 2010

Spring 2011

Summer 2009

Site development 

continues

with no weeding 

required in 2011



Cactus Wren used cactus in 2 of 3 cactus 

transplantation sites within the first year
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UCI Cactus  Wren Linkage Site

Upper Chiquita Canyon 

Reservoir Relocation Site


