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Attachment 3
Grant Application Form



Consideration for TransNet Environmental Mitigation Program (EMP) 
Fiscal Year 2014 Land Acquisition Grant Program
 (Applications cannot exceed ten 10 pages, not including attachments.)
	Applicant Name: 
	

	Applicant Address:
	

	Phone and Email Address:
	

	Name of Property:
	

	General Location:
	

	Jurisdiction:
	

	Land Use Designation:
	

	Total Acres: 
	

	A.P.N.s
	

	Estimated Acres Requiring Management:
	

	Owner(s) of Property:
	

	Long-term Management Entity
:
	

	Financial Manager1:
	

	Brief Project Proposal Summary that includes location of property (200-word maximum) 
_______________________

	      



FUNDING NEEDS SUMMARY
1. Please indicate how much funding is being requested from SANDAG and any matching funding proposed:

	Budget Item
	Requested 
Funding Amount
	Proposed 
Matching Funds*
	Description

	Estimated Acquisition Cost 
	$     
	$     
	Include all estimated closing costs

	Personnel Administrative Expenses
	$     
	$     
	Includes all staff time to administer the goal

	One-time Management Costs
	$     
	$     
	Include one-time cost to secure and/or restore property

	On-going Management Costs
	$     
	$     
	Include total cost for long-term management 

	Other Costs*
	$     
	$     
	Describe costs

	Totals 
	$     
	$     
	


*if applicable
	Explain how the acquisition cost was determined (200-word maximum). _______________________

	     

	Explain how the management cost was determined (200-word maximum). ______________________

	     


2.
Are there matching funds available? If yes, how are the matching funds assured (200-word maximum)?

 Yes
 No

	Explain how matching funds are assured. ______________________

	     


PROJECT PROPOSAL SUMMARY 
(Maps and/or graphics can be referenced and pasted at the end of this Word document or attached as a separate digital file.)
The summary will include the location of the acquisition property(ies), the proposed strategy for acquisition, identification of matching funds, discussion of both short-term and long-term land management, and the method to assure financial accountability of management funds. 
A.
Project Purpose 

Address the following in the proposal.
1. Describe how the property will contribute to the success of the San Diego regional Natural Communities Conservation Planning Program by acquiring and restoring unique habitat areas, key populations of endangered species, lands adjacent to existing conserved habitat lands, and/or promoting wildlife linkages. Describe the location of the property in relation to the regional open space plans (e.g., Multiple Species Conservation Plan South, Multiple Habitat Conservation Plan, Multiple Species Plan North, etc.) and existing or proposed conserved lands. PROVIDE A CLEAR, LEGIBLE MAP as an attachment.

2. Describe the designation of the property in the local jurisdiction’s long-range land use and transportation plans, and discuss any conflicts. If the use of the site as habitat conservation/open space is not consistent, a letter from the City Council or its designee will be required indicating that the jurisdiction does not object to the site being purchased for habitat conservation/open space. PROVIDE LETTER as an attachment.
3. Describe how the property will provide benefit for federal and/or state-listed species and/or unlisted sensitive species. Identify all known federal or state-listed endangered species, species that are candidate for listing, or unlisted sensitive species (e.g., County of San Diego’s Sensitive Plant List, California Department of Fish and Wildlife list of species of special concern), and the source of the information. Discuss to the extent known, if there are any core populations of listed or sensitive species on or near the property. PROVIDE A CLEAR, LEGIBLE MAP as an attachment of species on property if available.

4. Describe the property’s benefit to ecosystem functions and services. Describe the existing biotic and abiotic condition of the property in relation to its disturbance and need for management. Discuss the level of required management needed to (1) restore and (2) maintain the abiotic, biotic, and ecological processes of the property when considered in context of the surrounding landscape. Biotic factors include the structure and composition of plant and animal communities. Abiotic factors include soil, hydrology, natural topography, and salinity gradients. Ecological processes include succession, trophic energy flows, and disturbance regimes. 
5.  Include a discussion of how the acquisition of the property would contribute to overall open space connectivity throughout the region and how this acquisition could fill a void in the matrix of protected open space lands. 
6. Describe how the acquisition of the property removes or minimizes threats on the species identified in number 2, above. Examples of threats/stressors include fragmentation; edge effects; loss of habitat from proposed development, conversion to agriculture, or lack of or inappropriate management. 

7. Describe the likelihood that the land targeted for acquisition will be converted from natural habitat in the near term. Explain why.

8. Describe how the land proposed for acquisition will increase the likelihood that species and their habitats will be able to respond/adapt to climate changes (e.g., temperature and precipitation) or remove potential impediments to response to climate change. 
9. Describe who would own the title of the property and who would manage the property. Describe the qualification of the land manager. Describe how the management cost, both one-time and on-going, have been determined. Discuss the proposed funding strategy for long-term management, including who would fund management and where funds would be held. Describe the experience of the financial manager (proposed entity to hold any endowments for management and/or monitoring) and assurances of long-term funding. 
10. Describe the approach for the development of a long-term management plan for the property.

11. Describe any special considerations of the proposed acquisition. Special considerations may include but are not limited to: percentage of matching funds; cost per acre for acquisition and/or management; significantly facilitates broader management goals beyond the targeted parcel boundaries; ancillary benefits (e.g., supports water quality, flood control, or wildfire management needs); completes or significantly benefits a local or regional acquisition strategy/opportunity.
NOTICE REGARDING PREVAILING WAGES

The SANDAG EMP Land Acquisition Grant Program is funded with TransNet revenues consistent with the Transnet Extension Ordinance adopted by the voters in November 2004 (SANDAG Ordinance 04-01). While SANDAG does not require grantees to pay prevailing wages, recent California appellate court opinions (Reliable Tree Experts v. Baker, 200 Cal. App. 4th 785 [2011]; Reclamation Dist. No. 684 v. Department of Industrial Relations, 125 Cal. App. 4th 1000 [2005]) and Department of Industrial Relations advisory opinions strongly suggest that many potential aspects of EMP Land Acquisition Grant Program projects, especially those involving habitat restoration and maintenance or environmental remediation, will be subject to prevailing wage law. Grant applicants are encouraged to review the provisions of Labor Code §§ 1720 and 1771, and California Code of Regulations, title 8, § 16000. These outline activities constituting public works for purposes of prevailing wage law. Grant applicants are further encouraged to seek advice from an attorney to determine the applicability of the aforementioned statutory provisions and regulation to their proposed grant-funded projects. If awarded EMP Land Acquisition Grant Program funding, the management agreement between SANDAG and the grantee requires grantee’s compliance with all federal, state, and local laws and ordinances applicable to the agreement.

REQUIRED STATEMENTS FROM APPLICANT
 Yes
 No
The owner of the property is a willing seller and a letter of interest, purchase agreement, or similar commitment from the owner has been attached to this application. 
 Yes
 No
The site is consistent with the local jurisdiction’s land use plan as habitat conservation/open space, or the local jurisdiction does not object to the site being acquired for habitat conservation/open space and a letter from the jurisdiction has been included with this application. 
 Yes
 No
A preliminary title report to the property(ies) has been included with the application. 
 Yes
 No
If the property is selected for consideration to be acquired, the applicant understands that SANDAG will conduct through its proxies an appraisal consistent with the Uniformed Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice by a member of the Appraisal Institute. SANDAG will use this appraisal to determine the value of the property for its highest and best use. The applicant understands that SANDAG, at the sole discretion of the SANDAG Board of Directors, only will offer the appraised value of the property.

 Yes
 No
If the project proposal is successfully awarded, the applicant agrees to use the escrow account and instructions acceptable by SANDAG. 
 Yes
 No
If the project proposal is successfully awarded, the applicant understands that upon review of the title report, hazardous waste assessments of the property, or any other real property document, SANDAG may choose to not pursue acquisition of the property at its sole discretion. 

 Yes
 No
If the project proposal is successfully awarded, the applicant agrees to provide to record a conservation easement, deed restriction, or similar restrictive convenant, in favor of SANDAG, that that will run with the title of the property and be binding on the applicant, heirs, successors, lessees, representatives, and other occupiers of the property. 
 Yes
 No
If the project proposal is successfully awarded, the applicant understands that SANDAG would need to accept the identified land manager and the financial manager for management funds. 
 Yes
 No
If the project proposal is successfully awarded, the applicant agrees to enter into a Land Management Agreement with SANDAG for the perpetual stewardship and biological management of the property. 
 Yes
 No
If the project proposal is successfully awarded, the applicant agrees to complete a resource management plan within one year of the acquisition of the property for review by the state and federal wildlife agencies. 
 Yes
 No
If the project proposal is successfully awarded, the applicant agrees to comply with SANDAG Board Policy No. 035 “Competitive Grant Program Procedures,” which outlines project milestone and completion deadlines. SANDAG Board Policy No. 035 is included in the standardized agreement, and also is on the SANDAG website at the following link: 



http://www.sandag.org/organization/about/pubs/policy_035.pdf
 Yes
 No
If the project proposal is successfully awarded, the applicant understands that a resolution including the requirements of SANDAG Board Policy No. 035, Section 4.1, must be submitted to SANDAG at least two weeks prior to the recommendation by the Regional Planning Committee of the list of prioritized project proposals to be considered by the SANDAG Board of Directors. SANDAG will provide applicants with advance notice of the Regional Planning Committee’s anticipated meeting date.

 Yes
 No
The applicant understands that only the SANDAG Board of Directors can authorize any funding and costs borne by the applicant prior to SANDAG Board of Director approval is at the risk of the applicant and may not be reimbursed. 
 Yes
 No
The applicant understands that this grant is an opportunistic purchase by SANDAG and the SANDAG Board of Directors may at its sole discretion choose to fund all, part, or none of the project proposal. 
I have the authorization to submit this Grant Applicant Form and agree to the above Required Statements on behalf of my organization.

	     


	Applicant Name/Title (print or type)



	     
mm/dd/yy

	Applicant Signature
Date











� Attach Statement of Qualifications to Application
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