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Total currently 
conserved land in 
San Diego County
~1.3 million acres 

(47%)

>225,000 acres in 
existing or 
near future 

conservation plans 



San Diego
Numerous 
Landowners

• City
• County
• State
• Federal
• Non-Profit
• Private



How is the preserve system doing? 

McEachern et al. 2006

Hierl et al. 
2005

Atkinson et al. 
2004



Hierl et al. 2005

“…it is still difficult to determine if the 
MSCP reserve is meeting its biological 
conservation goals.

Implementation of the monitoring 
protocols has been limited, and each 
monitoring partner has used different 
methods and priorities.”

Local BLocal A Regional



Need

• Regional goals and objectives

• Data collected at regional scale

• Common data collection methods

• Centralized database and data analysis

• Covariate data

How is the preserve system doing? 
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www.keepsandiegomoving.com/
½ cent sales tax



Funding for Regional Program

$40 million 
over past 10 

years for 
Mgmt & 

Monitoring



Regional Entity

• Mission: Coordinate science-based, biological 
management and monitoring of lands in San 
Diego that have been conserved through various 
conservation planning and mitigation efforts.

• 7 Core Staff, embedded with US Geological 
Survey

• > 350 partners representing > 100 different 
entities



Regional Collaboration

Photo by Patricia Gordon-Reedy, CBI

➢Hold Regular Meetings to Coordinate with Partners

➢Implement Regional Monitoring Studies

➢Assist with Transnet Land Management Grant Program

➢Develop Strategic Management and Monitoring Plans

➢Oversee the Development of a Centralized Database

➢Provide Technical Support to Land Managers



Connectivity
Invasive Plants
Management

+
Monitoring

Wildfire
Invasive Animals

Management & 
Monitoring Strategic 

Plan (MSP) 
“Roadmap”

2017-2021

Regional Strategic Plans



Vol 1: 
Overview and 

Approach

Vol 2: 
Goals and 
Objectives

Vol 3: 
Supporting 
Documents

2A - Regional Preserve System 
2B - Threats/Stressors
2C - Vegetation 
2D - Species 

MSP Roadmap
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Vol 2C Vegetation
Coastal Sage Scrub
Chaparral
Grassland 
Riparian 
Torrey Pine
Cypress Forest
Oak Woodland
Vernal Pools
Salt Marsh

Vol 2B Threats 
Altered Fire Regime
Loss Connectivity 
Invasive Animals 
Invasive Plants
Climate Change 
Ecological Integrity 
Altered Hydrology 
Human Use 
Urban Development

MSP Roadmap Vol. 2B & 2C 



MSP Roadmap: Vol. 2D Species

57 Plants
30 Birds
8 Mammals
7 Invertebrates
5 Reptiles 
3 Amphibians 
1 Fish         

111 At-Risk Species
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https://portal.sdmmp.com/



https://portal.sdmmp.com/
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Projects
Species
Vegetation
Preserves



Data associated with this species
Projects

Reports library





Regional Projects
• Vegetation Mapping

• Best Management Practices

• Genetic Studies

• Threats Coordination – Wildfire, Connectivity, etc.

• Wide Ranging Species - Mountain Lion, Deer, Pond Turtle, 
California Gnatcatcher, Cactus Wren, Golden Eagle, 
American Badger, Arroyo Toad, Rare Plants

• Regional Preserve System Monitoring – Vegetation +







Questions? 

SDMMP website
https://portal.sdmmp.com

Transnet EMP
http://www.keepsandiegomoving.com


